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Educa  onal Objec  ves
A  er a  ending the conference, par  cipants should 
be able to: 
• Apply advances in scien  fi c and transla  onal 

research in the care of their pa  ents; 
(knowledge, competence, performance, pa  ent 
outcomes);

• Evaluate the role of new diagnos  c techniques 
and therapeu  c strategies as applied to the 
care and treatment of pa  ents with cancer 
(knowledge, competence, performance, pa  ent 
outcomes);

• Implement new prac  ces or review exis  ng 
ones to improve the quality of care delivered, 
based upon knowledge gained at the 2012 
NNECOS Annual Mee  ng; (knowledge, 
competence, performance, pa  ent outcomes);

• Discuss legisla  ve and regulatory issues that 
have an eff ect on cancer care and oncology 
prac  ce in our region (knowledge);

• Develop and implement strategies to improve 
communica  on within prac  ces to enhance 
pa  ent care; (knowledge, competence, 
performance, pa  ent outcomes);

• Enhance pa  ent care through collabora  on 
with other prac  ces within the region; 
(knowledge, competence, performance, pa  ent 
outcomes);

• Recognize the importance of an integrated 
mul  -disciplinary system of care for the pa  ent 
with cancer (knowledge). 

Target Audience - CME 
This program is directed toward a broad physician 
audience including hematologists, medical oncologists, 
surgical oncologists, and radia  on oncologists with 
both clinical and non-clinical responsibili  es in 
community, hospital, and academic se   ngs.

Educa  onal Methods 
Lectures, Panel Discussions, Posters Sessions, Role Play

Evalua  on
A course evalua  on form will provide par  cipants 
with the opportunity to comment on the value of 
the program content to their prac  ce decisions, 
performance improvement ac  vi  es, or possible 
impact on pa  ent health status.   Par  cipants will 
also have the opportunity to comment on any 
perceived commercial bias in the presenta  ons as 
well as to iden  fy future educa  onal topics.

Accredita  on/Credit Designa  on 

This ac  vity has been planned and implemented in 
accordance with the Essen  al Areas and Policies of 
the Accredita  on Council for Con  nuing Medical 
Educa  on through the joint sponsorship of The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center and 
the Northern New England Clinical Oncology Society.  
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
is accredited by the ACCME to provide con  nuing 
medical educa  on for physicians.

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
designates this live ac  vity for a maximum of 12.0 
AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should 
claim only credit commensurate with the extent of 
their par  cipa  on in the ac  vity.

The pre-conference Pallia  ve Care Symposium and 
the presenta  on, Pallia  ve Care and Health Care 
Reform: The Art of the Possible has been designated 
by The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center for 4.25 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM in 
medical ethics and/or professional responsibility.

CME Cer  fi cates and A  endance Verifi ca  on 
Cer  fi cates

Cer  fi cates awarding AMA PRA Category 1 CreditTM 
or cer  fi cates documen  ng a  endance will be 
distributed to par  cipants when an individual 
departs the conference.  To obtain a CME cer  fi cate, 
physicians must submit a completed evalua  on 
ques  onnaire and a CME Verifi ca  on Form.

Upon request, a record of a  endance (cer  fi cate) 
will be provided on-site to other health care 
professionals for reques  ng credits in accordance 
with state nursing boards, specialty socie  es, or other 
professional associa  ons.   

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center has 
implemented a process whereby everyone who is in a 
posi  on to control the content of an educa  onal ac  vity 
must disclose all relevant fi nancial rela  onships with 
any commercial interest that could poten  ally aff ect the 
informa  on presented. MD Anderson also requires that all 
faculty disclose any unlabeled use or inves  ga  onal use 
(not yet approved for any purpose) of pharmaceu  cal and 
medical device products. Specifi c disclosure will be made to 
the par  cipants prior to the educa  onal ac  vity.

Agendas are subject to change because we are always 
striving to improve the quality of your educa  onal 
experience. MD Anderson/NNECOS may subs  tute faculty 
with comparable exper  se on rare occasions necessitated by 
illness, scheduling confl icts, and so forth.   Photographing, 
audiotaping, and videotaping are prohibited.

 This ac  vity has been submi  ed to the Oncology Nursing Society for approval to award contact hours. 
ONS is accredited as an approver of con  nuing nursing educa  on by the American Nurses Creden  aling Center’s COA. 

2012 Annual Mee  ng Planning Commi  ee
Michael J. Fisch, MD, MPH, FACP, Co-Chair

Thomas H. Openshaw, MD, Co-Chair
Lori Aubrey, BS; Martha Byrne, BSN, RN

Robert J. Ferguson, PhD; Steven Grunberg, MD
Andrew A. Hertler, MD, FACP; Amy Li  erini, DPT
Kathleen Vieira, RN; Douglas J. Weckstein, MD



Finding the Words:
Integrating Palliative Care into Oncology Practice

FEATURED PRESENTER: ANTHONY L. BACK, MD
The weekend kicks off  Friday morning with our all new Pallia  ve Care Symposium, “Finding 
the Words: Integra  ng Pallia  ve Care into Oncology Prac  ce” beginning at 9:30 AM.  A 
component of our 2012 Conquer Cancer Founda  on Grant Project, “Integra  ng Pallia  ve 
Care into Oncology Prac  ces”, this training symposium is a unique opportunity for hands-on 
skill development under the guidance of na  onal pallia  ve care expert, Anthony L. Back, 
MD, Professor, University of Washington School of Medicine. Par  cipants will be guided 
through a half-day training comprised of didac  c presenta  on, teaching and demonstra  on 
of communica  on skills, and facilitated small group interac  ve sessions where skills will 
be modeled with “pa  ents.” Regional pallia  ve care physicians serve as facilitators for this ground-breaking 
symposium.  Space is extremely limited, with preference being given to prac  ces par  cipa  ng in the NNECOS 
Pallia  ve Care Grant Project. For more informa  on, visit www.nnecos.org/pallia  vecare. 

PARTICIPATING PRACTICES: Alfond Center for Cancer Medicine; NH Oncology-Hematology, PA; Cancer 
Care of Maine; Dartmouth Hitchcock-Keene; Vermont Center for Cancer Medicine; Maine Center for Cancer 
Medicine; Pen Bay Healthcare; Central Maine Medical Center

The Northern New England Clinical Oncology Society gratefully acknowledges the following supporters.  The Northern New England Clinical Oncology Society gratefully acknowledges the following supporters.  

Their on-going support allows NNECOS to fulfi ll its mission to advance oncology research and educa  on.Their on-going support allows NNECOS to fulfi ll its mission to advance oncology research and educa  on.

Bristol-Myers Squibb ~ Eisai ~ GlaxoSmithKline ~ Oncology Supply ~ Sanofi  Oncology ~ Sea  le Gene  csBristol-Myers Squibb ~ Eisai ~ GlaxoSmithKline ~ Oncology Supply ~ Sanofi  Oncology ~ Sea  le Gene  cs

National Experts Come to Northern New England!

FEATURED PRESENTER: 
SANDRA M. SWAIN, MD
ASCO PRESIDENT
Sandra M. Swain, MD, is the 
2012-2013 President of ASCO. 
She is Medical Director of 
Washington Hospital Center’s 
Washington Cancer Ins  tute, 

Professor of Medicine at Georgetown University, 
and is an ac  ve member of the Na  onal Surgical 
Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project (NSABP), serving 
as both a member of the group’s Board of Directors 
and Vice Chair of its Breast Commi  ee.

Friday 7:45 PM 
Washington Update:  Issues and Challenges for 2013  

FEATURED PRESENTER: 
KATHLEEN M. WESA, MD
Kathleen Mary Wesa, MD 
is a specialist in integra  ve 
medicine at Memorial Sloan-
Ke  ering Cancer Center. Dr. 
Wesa combines evidence-based 
complementary therapies with 
mainstream care for cancer 
pa  ents to manage their cancer-related symptoms. 
She is ac  vely involved in studies inves  ga  ng the 
scien  fi c basis of complementary therapies and 
has lectured interna  onally. 

 Saturday 1:15 PM 
Integra  ve Oncology- Complementary Therapies 
During and A  er Cancer Treatment



Please direct registra  on ques  ons to info@nnecos.org or 603-887-1948.

FRIDAY

9:30 AM PALLIATIVE CARE SYMPOSIUM 
SEPARATE REGISTRATION

12:00 PM ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION

LUNCH/EXHIBITS

1:45 PM  2:20 PM
Pallia  ve Care and Health Care Reform:  The 
Art of the Possible

Allan Ramsay, MD
State of Vermont Green Mountain Care Board; 
Former Medical Director,  Fletcher Allen Health 
Care Pallia  ve Care Service

The session will address the importance of 
early pallia  ve care interven  on for pa  ents 
with cancer.  A model payment reform pilot 
project which integrates the pa  ent centered 
medical home, pallia  ve, and oncology care 

will be reviewed.  Case reports 
will be used to describe how the 
transi  on from suppor  ve to 
pallia  ve to hospice care can be 
facilitated for those with cancer 
progression.

2:30  3:30 PM CONCURRENT BREAKOUTS
Finding Your Voice through Quality 
Improvement
Sara H. Roebuck, RN
Staff  Nurse, Infusion Suite
Norris Co  on Cancer Center

The presenta  on 
follows the journey from 
overwhelmed, frustrated, 
powerless infusion suite 
nurse to interdisciplinary 
team member working 
through a quality 
improvement process 
u  lizing “Lean” concepts. Outcomes include 
development of a revised nurse assignment 
model resul  ng in level loading of pa  ent 
assignments, improved workfl ow, increase in 
breaks, and a decrease in over  me.  Find your 
voice by becoming a team leader, empowered 
to par  cipate and lead change in the work 
environment. 

Quality Care and Economics:
The Case for Pa  ent Blood 
Management
Irwin Gross, MD 
Medical Director, Transfusion 
Services, Eastern Maine Medical 
Center

This presenta  on explores the most important 
drivers for pa  ent blood management and the 
evidence that supports a change in the way 
clinicians think about transfusion medicine.

3:30  3:45 PM Refreshment Break/Exhibits

3:45  4:45 PM CONCURRENT BREAKOUTS
Anemias: Update on Diagnos  c 
and Therapeu  c Advances
Chris  an A. Thomas, MD
Director of Clinical Research, 
Maine Center for Cancer Medicine

An overview of the diagnosis 
and treatment principles of the 
various types of anemias will 

be provided for physicians, nurses and other 
prac  cing providers. Using case studies and 
direct interac  on with the audience, new 
advances in the fi eld will be presented. 

Interopera  ve Breast Electronic Brachytherapy
Gary M. Proulx, MD 
Clinical Radia  on Oncologist, 
Medical Director, Radia  on 
Oncology, Exeter Hospital

This presenta  on will discuss 
the evolu  on of radia  on 
treatment for breast cancer as 
well as explain how electronic 
brachytherapy works and 
diff ers  from other brachytherapy technologies. 
The current status and evidence of breast 
brachytherapy treatment will be reviewed, 
as well as the  advantages of electronic 
brachytherapy over other radia  on modali  es. 

5:00  6:45 PM Recep  on/ Poster Session
An annual tradition, the 2012 Annual Meeting 
presents an exceptional array of local abstracts 
to share with our attendees. 



6:30  8:30 AM PLATINUM ROUNDTABLE
BY INVITATION ONLY

7:30  9:00 AM BREAKFAST/EXHIBITS

8:45  9:45 AM GENERAL SESSION
Cardiac Management in Cancer Survivorship
Susan Lakoski, MD; Fletcher Allen; Assistant 
Professor, University of Vermont 
College of Medicine

This session will  discuss cardiac 
management and exercise 
rehabilita  on in pa  ents during 
and a  er cancer therapy.

9:50  10:50 AM CONCURRENT BREAKOUTS
Sarcomas: The mul  ple facets of a disease
Claire Verschraegen, MD, MS, FACP, 
Director, Hematology and Oncology, Fletcher 
Allen;University of Vermont College of Medicine

A didac  c session will be 
presented on the latest 
developments on sarcomas, 
including how to work-up a 
pa  ent with suspected sarcoma 
and how therapy should be 

tailored to each case in a mul  disciplinary 
fashion.

Management of Cogni  ve Dysfunc  on A  er 
Cancer Treatment
Rob Ferguson, PhD; EMMC – Lafaye  e Family 
Cancer Center, Behavioral Medicine 

Late cogni  ve eff ects following chemotherapy 

eff ects roughly 25 to 40% of individuals 
following conclusion of therapy.  
The eff ects are generally mild to 
moderate and can last years a  er 
treatment.  Cogni  ve dysfunc  on 
can have profound consequences 
for survivor func  on and quality 
of life such as disrup  ons to 
work and educa  onal advancement, changes 
in family role func  on and social disrup  on.  
This discussion will review these survivorship 
problems, summarize research to date on the 
problems of post-cancer treatment cogni  ve 
dysfunc  on and detail the development and 
research on a cogni  ve-behavioral approach 
to the problem:  Memory and A  en  on 
Adapta  on Training (MAAT).  Some cases will 
be included along with future direc  ons of 
research.

10:50  11:10 AM BREAK/EXHIBITS

11:15 AM  12:05 PM 
Abstract Presenta  on Session 
Presenters TBD, selected abstract submissions.

12:05 PM  1:10 PM LUNCH, EXHIBITS

1:15 - 2:15 PM  FEATURED PRESENTATION
Integra  ve Oncology- Complementary 
Therapies During and A  er Cancer Treatment
Kathleen Mary Wesa, MD;Integra  ve Medicine 
Service,Memorial Sloan-Ke  ering Cancer Center

Dr. Wesa will defi ne “Complementary 
Therapies”, how they diff er from so called 
‘alterna  ve therapies’ and describe which 

SATURDAY

6:45  8:45 PM DINNER PROGRAM

6:45 PM WELCOME - Thomas Openshaw, MD, 
President

7:45  8:45 PM FEATURED PRESENTATION: 
Washington Update:  Issues 
and Challenges for 2013  

Sandra M. Swain, M.D. 
Medical Director, Washington 
Cancer Ins  tute Medstar 
Washington Hospital Center 

As health reform, the economy and presiden  al 
elec  ons take center stage, oncologists will 
face unprecedented challenges in cancer care 
and research.  This session will cover key issues 
likely to aff ect our specialty in the coming year.

8:45  9:15 PM BUSINESS MEETING



Reserve Your Room Today!
NNECOS has secured a LIMITED  number of rooms at the Samoset Resort at a fabulous room rate 
beginning at only $132 per night plus tax. Reserva  ons must be made by September 18th. 
(Reserva  ons must be guaranteed by a valid major credit card, which will be supplied at the  me of 
reserva  on.  Any guaranteed reserva  on not cancelled 72 hours prior to arrival will be subject to one night 
room and tax cancella  on fee.) 

To make your lodging reserva  on, visit www.samoset.com and enter the group code 
NNECOS2012 or call 800-341-1650 and iden  fy yourself as part of the Northern New England 
Clinical Oncology Society (NNECOS) mee  ng. 

complementary therapies are of 
benefi t during cancer treatment. 
Research science suppor  ng 
complementary therapies will be 
discussed, including nutri  on, 
botanical and supplement use, 
physical fi tness, acupuncture, 
music, mind-body and touch therapies. An 
overview on botanical and supplements which 
may interact adversely with cancer treatments 
will also be provided.

2:20 - 3:20 PM CONCURRENT BREAKOUTS
Prostate Cancer: New Drug Updates

Frederick R. Aronson, MD; 
Hematologist/Oncologist, Maine 
Center for Cancer Medicine

This session will review new and 
soon to be approved treatments 
for advanced prostate cancer.

Adult Cancer Survivorship has Grown Up
Rich Boyajian, NP 
Nurse Prac   oner/Clinical 
Director, DanaFarber Cancer 
Ins  tute Adult Survivorship Clinic

Adult Survivorship un  l recently 
was more of an academic project 
learning to crawl and then walk. 
Most survivorship experts strove 
to separate survivorship from tradi  onal 
oncology, but if it is to become an accepted 
discipline/specialty, survivorship needs to 
establish standards that improve pa  ent care 
and become integrated into current prac  ce. 
This talk will focus on survivorship as part of 
the cancer con  nuum. We will discuss Dana 
Farber’s approach and discuss consensus 
recommenda  ons. 



NNECOS 2012 Annual Meeting Registration Form

Name/Title 

Practice / Company Name       

Address   

City    State    Zip 

Phone    Email Address 

    Early Bird  Regular
    by 9/18/12 by 10/5/12**

Ac  ve Members (physicians)  $125  $150  $
Associate Members (see above)  $  50  $  75  $
Non-Member Professional   $400  $450  $
2012 Membership Dues (if not current: $35 Associate, $175 Ac  ve)  $
Extra Guest Meals (see below)      $
      Total Registra  on:  $

REGISTRATION FEES
Mee  ng registra  on is open to current “Ac  ve” physician members, “Associate” members (non-physician health 
care professionals, physicians-in-training, and pa  ent advocates), and Non-Member licensed health care profes-
sionals employed by industry (subject to approval by the execu  ve commi  ee). Membership dues may be included 
with your registra  on to qualify.  ($35 for Associate Membership, $175 for Ac  ve Membership). Registra  on fees 
include Friday lunch, recep  on, and dinner; Saturday breakfast and lunch; and all educa  onal sessions.

Cardholder Name:

Billing Address

Credit Card #   Sec. Code   Expira  on  /

MC  Visa  AMEX   Amt. Authorized: $  Signature 

Optional Credit Card Payment Information: To pay your registra  on via credit card, visit  
www.nnecos.org/events or complete the following and mail to the address below or fax to 603.887.6049.

Please check ALL sessions and meals that you plan to attend. I will be attending:

FRIDAY
__ Light Lunch Buff et (12:00-1:00 PM)

2:30 PM Breakout (Choose one): 
___A: Quality Improvement ___B: Blood Management

3:45 PM Breakout (Choose one): 
___A: Breast Brachytherapy ___B: Anemias
__ Friday Poster Session/Recep  on 
__ Friday Evening Dinner/Session (choose entrée) 

__Oven Roasted Salmon Served with Ginger Soy 
Bu  er and Toasted Sesame Seeds
__Grilled New York Sirloin Served with Mushrooms 
Bordelaise
__Vegetarian

SATURDAY 
 9:50 AM Breakout (Choose one)
___A: Sarcoma ___B:  Cogni  ve Dysfunc  on

2:20 PM Breakout (Choose one)
 ___A: Prostate Cancer ___B:  Adult Survivorship

Extra Guest Meals (List total cost above)  
If you will be traveling with family or friends who are not 
par  cipa  ng in the conference, consider having them share 
meal  me with us! Guest meals are available at the following 
rates (including tax & gratuity):

Friday: Dinner__ @ $65.00 ( __Beef __Fish __Vegetarian)  
Saturday: Breakfast __ @ $25.00; Lunch__ @ $30.00 

**A  er 10/5/12 please email info@nnecos.org or call 603.887.1948 for availability. Addi  onal fees will apply. Mail paid 
registra  on to: NNECOS, PO Box 643, Sandown, NH 03873 or fax with credit card payment to 603.887.6049.

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.NNECOS.ORG/EVENTS

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.NNECOS.ORG/EVENTS
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